population were Ruthenians, later to assume the name
Ukrainians. To this territory fled from the neighbour-
ing countries, chiefly Poland, Wallachia and Muscovy,
murderers, rebels, escaped serfs, peasants who had
been mistreated, criminals from the lower classes, and
adventurers of all sorts. This new element became
the Cossacks; indeed, the word itself probably comes
from a Turkish word meaning ' adventurer', or
* brigand'. To these new people religion meant little ;
the Ruthenians, however, were largely of the Uniate
Church, or they were Orthodox.

Realizing their great value as an army of defence
against the Tartars, Stefan Batory had organized and
armed some thousands of Cossack light horse, and
these were on Polish territory, in Polish pay, and sub-
ject to Poland. But their land as a whole was only
slightly polonized.

Gradually there developed in the Ukraine a high
degree of social oppression on the part of the great
landlords, and eventually to this general grievance
there was added fear on the part of the Ruthenians
that they would be compelled to become Catholics and
adopt the religion of Poland. The people bitterly said
that the landlords, having deprived them of this world's
goods, would now secure their exclusion from heaven
.also by making them give up the true faith. This
widespread popular discontent was naturally seized
upon and encouraged by Poland's enemies in Moscow
and elsewhere. Rebellions occurred, based on this
social and religious foundation; these brought repres-
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